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TWENTY QUESTIONS: THE MOST COMMON INQUIRIES 
REGARDING BEAN LEAF BEETLE BIOLOGY, 
ECOLOGY AND MANAGEMENT 
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Jeffrey D. Bradshaw, Graduate Research Assistant 
Rayda R. Krell, Graduate Research Assistant 
Department of Entomology, Iowa State University 
The bean leaf beetle has become a more significant pest of soybeans during the last 
several years. Not only do the beetles feed on leaves and pods, but they also transmit 
bean pod mottle virus. This presentation will review the most commonly asked questions 
about the biology, ecology and management of this pest. Answers to each question will 
help you better understand the pest and manage your soybeans in 2003. 
1. Is the bean leaf beetle native to North America or was it accidentally introduced? 
2. How many generations, or populations, of bean leaf beetles occur in Iowa? 
3. When is the peak occurrence of bean leaf beetles? 
4. Why are there so many bean leaf beetles? 
5. What is the degree day development for bean leaf beetles? 
6. Are bean leaf beetles more abundant in no-till fields? 
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7. What is the best time of day to scout a soybean field for bean leaf beetles? 
8. What is a sweep and where can a net be purchased? 
9. What is the best method for estimating bean leaf beetle populations in a field? 
10. Can bean leaf beetle eggs or larvae be sampled to predict future crop damage? 
11. Which population is the most damaging to soybean production? 
12. How should each population be managed to prevent economic yield loss? 
13. Can the first-generation beetle population be sprayed to prevent the second-
generation from reaching the economic threshold? 
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14. What are the most critical issues concerning pod feeding by bean leaf beetles? (Is 
there a way to quantify the amount of damage to soybean pods? Do beetles show 
strong preferences for new pods over old, pods over green leaves, etc?). 
15. What information is available regarding bean leaf beetle management adjustments for 
bean pod mottle virus hotspots? 
16. Beetle populations remain high in many fields, yet, as we get closer to harvest, what 
can be assumed about diminishing returns from treatment or aside from preharvest 
restrictions (or yellow pods), what is the practical cutoff for insecticide treatment? 
17. What insecticides work best for controlling bean leaf beetles? 
18. Can an insecticide be combined with an early-season Round-Up treatment? 
19. Do any insecticides create problems with other pests, such as spider mites? 
20. Are there any bean leaf beetle natural enemies and can they significantly reduce · 
beetle populations? 
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